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your monthly exploration of new music 

12 Bites 

Company Flow Funcrushing HipHop Cyro Baptista Latin lessons Tim Berne Bloodcount rising 

18 Alec Empire 

In flight from Techno’s intellectual straightjacket, this outspoken Berliner and the anarchic denizens of his 

24 Global Ear: Auckland 

Gary Steel watches Tony Conrad visit the self-proclaimed bottom end of the world, where lo-fi avant-rock 
is thriving in the works of Chris Knox, Michael Morley, Dean Roberts and more 

26 Neurofunk Flavas 

Optical, Matrix, Source Direct, Johnny L, Grooverider, John B, Nico: some of the reclusive beat scientists 
labouring over the scientific, reductionist, funky flow of drum W bass's latest mutation. By Simon Reynolds 

32 Roger Doyle 

This Dublin based electroacoustic composer has a master plan: to build a sonic representation of the Tower 
of Babel. By John L Walters 

34 Hariprasad Chaurasia 

This master flautist rejected a career in professional wrestling to become one of Bollywood's most sought- 
after composers, changing Western perceptions of Indian music as he went By Clive Bell 

40 Secret History of Film Music 

Philip Brophy traces the rise of black power in American cinema, from Quincy Jones’s jazz sophistication to 
the full-on wah-wah funk of 70s blaxploitation movies 

42 The Primer: The Grateful Dead 

Turn on, tune in and drop out as Biba Kopf guides you through the ever-mushrooming back catalogue of the 
mind-expanding West Coast rock gods 

46 Invisible Jukebox: Bootsy Collins 

P-funk’s star-spangled banner-waver tries to identify tracks by Material, Fela Kuti, Sun Ra, Devo, Roni Size 
and more. Tested by Ben Watson 


reviews 

51 Soundcheck December’s selected albums and 12’s, including new releases from Air, Horace Andy, 
Marilyn Crispell, Will Oldham, Christian Marday, Derrick May, Stephan Micus, Mouse On Mars, Non, Lee Perry, Plaid, 
Mika Vainio, Wire, John Zorn and more 69 Multimedia Meet Walter Fabeck, creator of the Chromasone 
70 On Location Going live: London’s La Monte Young tribute; Worldly goods at WOMEX; Thomas Koner in 
Paris; The Wire's adventures in Nottingham 74 Print Run New music books: Film music theories; Nick Drake; 


4 Editorial 6 Soundings December's selected live events, festivals, happenings, club spaces 

and radio 8 Letters 50 Charts 80 Back Issues 81 Subscribe and bag a FREE Sub Rosa CD 

82 David Toop Exit stage left 
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The January 98 issue of The Wire 

Join us, as we rewind through the previous 12 months of underground music activity 

On sale Tuesday 23 December 
The Wire on the Web 

For digitized music news, hot links, label contacts and back issues archive, go to: 

http://www.dfuse.com/the-wire 
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Tim Berne 

Screwgun slinger 

Sakopftonist-Tim Berne < 

"kind of like giving birth”.,Each release usually invokes a 
' partnership, the suBsetJaent dissolutioaof which can^ 
leave mixed feelings, and Berne prefers not to dwell on 
the closure of Stephan Winter's German JMT label, for 



* February. Berne says he’d^'sorfof played out” he*’ 



ther curre ^ gr oup is Parapf 


luthoritfFbf his playing on the-trio's new 


free fall 


-T- alk about an Oporto-mty too good to miss! 
I Would I like a trip to the sun-snogged 
I beaches of Dos Palmas Extravagantes, just 
outside that charming capital of Portugal, 
Lisbon? You bet your bottom escudo I would. 

met Anywhere. Except that they don’t speak 


show up, let me remind you about Trio 
Terminale. 

They haven't been playing with Elton John or Ry 
Cooder. Paul Simon isn't about to drop by. They’re 


called. But they've got a big hit with a tune off an 
airline ad, so they’re playing London next month. 

God knows what they're singing about but its 
kind of catchy. And what nice guys! One of them is 
wearing white trousers, but he still looks cool, And 


one of them plays the mbira. Do you also play the 

It’s just great shooting the breeze with these 
guys, but I've got to get back to the airport soon, 
so I get straight down to the Q&A. But apparently 
they have some questions they want to ask me. 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month.. . 

































































































































































rising high 

Irish composer Roger Doyle risks the wrath of God by reconstructing the Tower of 
Babel as a mam moth, multidimensional electroacoustic work built on musical blocks s 
from around the world. Words: John L Walters 
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In the latest reel of his secret history of fUm music, Philip Brophy traces the rise of black 
consciousness in American movies, horn Quincy Jones’s jazz sophistication to the full-on 
wah-wah funk of 70s blaxploitation flicks ^ 
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charts 


Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 
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Up the creek: December’s selected albums and 12”s 
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M ^ m Rob Young meets Walter Fabeck, inventor of the Chiomasone 

multi.. 
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Great oscillations 

' Our December offer: get a new Sub Rosa CD plus a year’s supply of The Wire for just £30 


rhythmic intelligence 

v) 


Vedic Presents Rhythmic Intelligence 

One of the best recent compilations of new UK-Asian electronic 
music, Sub Rosa’s collection, assembled by musician and mystic 
Vedic, contains previously unavailable tracks by Bedouin Ascent, 
Asian Dub Foundation, Ansuman Biswas, Earthtribe, Lelonek, 



subrosa 


energy of Eastern meditational music wi 
latest in contemporary sound design, 
Rhythmic Intelligence is a uniquely intern 
listening experience 

Oscillations Remixes 

The blueprint is Bill Laswell’s recent dru 


originals a serious make over. From the 
jazz-inflected breakbeats of Endemic Void 

reconfigured machine mantras of Ui, Atom 
Heart, D] Grazhoppa and Soul Static Sound, 
these tracks amplify and thoroughly mash 
up Laswell’s groundwork. Also contains 
exclusive versions by No U Turn’s Nico 
Sykes, Scanner and Japan's Bisk 

The Wire. Surfing on sinewaves 



Tel: 0171 734 3555 ■ Fax: 0171 287 4767 WIRE 

Subscribe via the Web: http://www.dfuse.com/the-wire 
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Featuring the new band with: 
Gary Thomas 
Jim Beard 
Matthew Garrison 
Dennis Chambers 


JAZZ YOU LOVE 






